
Description: 

Discoaster neohamatus BuKRY & BRAMLETTE, 1969 

Figs. 4-5 - Discoaster neohamatus BUKRY & BRAMLETTE, n. sp.; 
4) holotype USNM 651409, ]3, 21 meters; 5) DSDP-25, 20 

meters, USNM 651410. x 2000. 

Dis coaster 
neohamatus 

This species has six long slender rays, the outer ends of which bend consistently in one direction 
(in plan view) and terminate in points. No distinct central area nor ornamentation is present. 

Size: 10-15 f.L· 

Remarks: 

Where overgrown with secondary calcite, the rays appear to be more curved than otherwise. 
This species may have developed from five-rayed Discoaster hamatus MARTINI & BRAMLETTE 
or six-rayed Discoaster calcaris GARTNER, but both these species have tips that bend more abruptly 
and possess distinctive spurs not found on Discoaster neohamatus. 

Type level: 

Upper Miocene. 

Distribution: The first occurrence of D. neohamatus is found in the lower part of the upper 
Miocene; the last occurrence is also within the upper Miocene. Because of this restricted range 
this species is useful in helping delimit the lower part of the upper Miocene. The tentative 
Triquetrorhabdulus rugosus Zone, as used by Bukry and Bramlette (in press) for these strata, 
is better characterized by the range of D. neohamatus and we propose that name change. The 
Discoaster neohamatus Zone is thus assigned to the lower part of the upper Miocene and is defined 
at the base by the last occurrence of D. hamatus and at the top by the first occurrence of Cera
tolithus tricorniculatus GARTNER. D. neohamatus has a wide geographic distribution and is particu
larly common in open-ocean deposits. 
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Type locality: 

Atlantic Ocean, Blake Plateau, JOIDES core 3,21 meters. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum. Holotype: USNM 651409 (fig. 4); paratype: USNM 651410. 

Author: 

Bukry D. and Bramlette M. N., 1969, p. 133; pl. 1, figs. 4-5. 

Reference: 

Some new and stratigraphically useful calcareous nannofossils of the Cenozoic. Tulane Studies 
in Geology and Paleontology, vol. 7, n° 3, pp. 131-142, pls. 1-3. 
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